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Oct. 26,  
2006
As the Nov. 7 election moves 
closer, student senate has ini-
tiated its Get Out the Vote 
Campaign.
“It’s not by any means meant 
to represent specific candi-
dates, parties, or platforms, 
but to represent the impor-
tance and value of exercising 
your right to vote,” said Scott 
Haugen, student senator and 
Minnesota State University 
Student Association Get Out 
the Vote representative for 
MSUM.
The Get Out the Vote 
Campaign focuses on encour-
aging first time voters to vote, 
people who are curious to vote 
and getting previous voters 
more engaged in the political 
process.
Some initiatives they have 
enacted to help spread the 
word are presenting informa-
tion about the candidates and 
issues and explaining the vot-
ing process to students.
They held an open forum on 
campus Wednesday when this 
issue went to press.
The forum featured many 
of the Minnesota candidates, 
including those running in the 
state districts of 9A and 9B for 
House and Senate, the U.S. 
House candidates in the 7th 
Congressional District, as well 
as the American party can-
didate running for Governor 
and the Independence party 
candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor.
Campaign promotes voting
Student senate goes for first-timers, gives bussing to polls
By BILL ROHLA
Staff Writer
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tom Schmidt, the university’s chief engineer, walks through the Heating plant entrance to the tunnels, which connect nearly every cam-
pus building. the tunnels supply most needs, excepting sewer and water. A popular myth about the tunnels, that students were once 
allowed but shut out because of security issues, is false. to see a map of the tunnels, turn to page 3.
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Tunnels breed myths, used mainly for heating
Underneath the buildings 
and cement walkways of cam-
pus, where the pipes are hot 
and the light is dim, tunnels 
carry shadows.
They are silhouettes of myth, 
whispers that at one time, stu-
dents would traipse through 
these narrow passages.
“That’s just what I’ve always 
heard,” said Emily Bjornson, a 
junior. She lived in Dahl as a 
freshman and heard the tun-
nels would open for students 
to escape Moorhead winters.
“And I really didn’t think 
it was true, but in the winter, 
only half the snow melts.” The 
tunnels heat the school and 
thaw the snow on the side-
walks they sit under.
The myth cannot be placed 
in a time period, not even a 
decade; but it says students 
were shut out of the tunnels 
because of security reasons, 
that women were raped.
It is an MSUM folktale of 
sorts, a student’s urban leg-
end—sunk into dorm room 
gossip just as the actual tun-
nels are sunk into the ground 
beneath nearly every campus 
building. Although the tunnels 
are used mainly for heating—
and have never been used for 
sauntering students—people 
fall for the myth, and some 
even go hunting for a glimpse 
of the tunnels.
For about 20 years, Tom 
Schimdt has worked in the 
tunnels, checking up on the 
heating system, the electricity 
wires and TV cables.
“They never let anybody go 
down in there,” said Schmidt, 
the chief engineer, who bears 
red marks on the top of his 
head from banging into some 
of the tunnel’s lower ceilings. 
He said it’s almost second 
nature now.
“You can find certain spots in 
the tunnels where people used 
to write their names in them,” 
Schmidt said.
Mostly, the tunnels are about 
five feet wide and seven feet 
tall—with less room to walk 
because of the plethora of 
pipes—but in some places, 
according to Schmidt, there is 
room enough only to crawl on 
your stomach.
The main tunnel, going from 
Nemzek to Ballard, has 18 
steam lines that usually cook 
at 350 degrees.
If one were to pop, being 
burnt would be the lesser of 
two worries, according to 
Duane Money.
“There’s no way you could 
outrun the steam,” said Money, 
who worked in the tunnels for 
36 years but is now retired. “If 
you get it into your lungs and 
it condenses, it would collapse 
your lungs.”
Money said during his time 
there was never a major break 
in the tunnels, which lie below 
most buildings. The only ones 
not to receive heat from them, 
Schmidt said, are Neumaier 
























Suspicious activity in 
Neumaier
Vandalism outside the 
Center for the Arts 
Drug equipment 
violations in Ballard 
Minor in consumption 
outside Dahl
Theft in King 
Vandalism in South Snarr
Vandalism in Center for 
the Arts
Vandalism at Hendrix
Property damage in the 
Library
Lost property off-campus
Safety concern in 
Lommen
Elevator emergency in 
Nelson
911 hang-up in CMU
Motor vehicle theft on 6th 
Avenue South 
Fire alarm in Snarr 
Honors group 
meets Nov. 2 
The Honors  Discussion 
Group brings together inter-
ested faculty and advanced-
students in engaged discus-
sion of texts chosen by faculty 
members from across cam-
pus.
The interdisciplinary group 
meets once a month to dis-
cuss one text in relation to a 
theme chosen for that semes-
ter. Texts will be available in 
the Bookstore.
The next meeting, which will 
be at 7 p.m. Nov. 2 in Weld 201, 
will focus on “Hegemony or 
Survival: America’s Quest for 
Global Dominance by Noam 
Chomsky.”
For further information 
please e-mail Randy Cagle 
at caglera@mnstate.edu or 
Stephen Hamrick at hamrick@
mnstate.edu.
Take trip to Paris
on spring break
MSUM’s Office of 
International Programs will 
present a spring break tour 
of Paris from March 9 to 18, 
2007. The program is open to 
students, faculty and the com-
munity.
Every day, participants will 
enjoy an excursion to the his-
toric and cultural attractions of 
Paris, and there will be ample 
time for personal pursuits. 
For further information 
contact Jim Kaplan at (218) 
477-2915 or kaplan@mnstate.
edu. To be placed on the list, 
send an e-mail to stdyabrd@
mnstate.edu.
Spend Halloween in 
the Union
On Oct. 31, the CMU will 
have a variety of activities to 
cure boredom and satisfy your 
sweet tooth.  
Stop by the CMU Main Office 
and play the candy guessing 
game to win CMU gift cards, 
swing through the Etcetera 
Shop and get two candy bars 
for $1 and 20 percent off 
Halloween specialty items, or 
hit up KMSC, student senate, 
CAB and the Office of Student 




nizations or campus depart-
ments may also participate in 
the pumpkin painting contest. 
Just bring your PRE-
PAINTED pumpkin to the 
CMU Main Lounge by 11:30, 
and the judging will take place 
at noon.
All pumpkins must be 
claimed by 4 p.m. or they will 
be thrown away.
Take a break from your day to 
participate in the many events 
planned in your student union. 
Got voting rights? 
Use them!
Come to the student senate 
office in CMU 116 and fill 
out a voter registration card. 
Student senate will send in 
your card for you. 
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Relay for Life sign-
up held for spring
Relay for life is coming up 
again! Make a team with your 
friends, or join a different 
team. Sign-up is at 7 p.m. Nov. 
2 in Jones 330 at Concordia 
College.
It is a great way to raise 
money to fight cancer and it 
is also an extremely fun time 
hanging out with friends and 
also making new friends.
If you have any questions, 
please e-mail Pat at schuetpa@
mnstate.edu.
MSUM offers Italian 
bicycling adventure
The college of education and 
human services is hosting an 
Italian bicycling adventure, 
May 25 to June 2. This trip is 
open to anyone who wishes 
to participate, with daily bicy-
cling routes for all levels of 
experience and fitness.
Detailed trip information 
is available at www.mnstate.
edu/edhuman/events.cfm. To 




discussed Nov. 15 
The School of Teaching and 
Learning will present a panel 
book discussion, “How am I 
Teaching?” from noon to 1 
p.m. Nov. 15 in CMU 214.
Layna Cole, Erin Gillett, 
Peggy Rittenhouse, Steve 
Street and Ann Goldade from 
the School of Teaching and 
Learning are the presenters.
This book describes a vari-
ety of formats to collect stu-
dent feedback about teaching 
and learning. It provides a 
practical approach for ana-
lyzing this feedback to make 
informed decisions about 
teaching. Feedback matricies, 
open-ended questionnaires, 
teaching behavior inventories 
and self/colleague analysis 
forms make up the book.
If you are familiar with 
Angelo and Cross’ book, 
“Classroom Assessment 
Techniques,” you will enjoy 
this book.
The first five faculty mem-
bers who contact Steve 
Grineski, grineski@mnstate.
edu, and agree to attend this 
event will receive a free copy 
of this book.
Film studies hosts 
open casting call 
MSUM film studies is host-
ing an open casting call at 6 
p.m. Nov. 1 in Center for the 
Arts 40. Selected actors will 
work with advanced film/
video students on their final 
projects.
For more information con-
tact Tom Brandau. Call (218) 
477-2950 or e-mail brandau@
mnstate.edu. 
Advocate meetings 
4:30 p.m. Mondays 
in CMU 110.
 CHRIS HUbeR / THe ADVOCATe 
Construction work on Kise’s new entrance continues as 
November and colder weather approach.  
Stitch group gives 
chemo caps
Stitch-n-Social will meet 
from noon to 1 p.m. every 
Wednesday in the Women’s 
Center, MacLean 171.  Come 
early, stay late, visit, eat lunch 
and bring along a project,  or 
start a new one.
On Nov. 1 Stitch-n-Social 
will be starting a community 
project making chemo caps/
shawls. These will be donat-
ed.  
There will be people at this 
meeting to help you get start-
ed or answer your questions. 
Patterns will be available and 
are beginner level.  
If you have any extra yarn, 
preferably something soft, you 
could make one for someone 
who is in need of a cap/shawl 
and have fun doing it!
MnSCU enrollment 
rises slightly 
Fall enrollment in the 
Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities System at the 32 
Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities rose slightly over 
the last year, officials said Oct. 
19 as they released enrollment 
figures.
This fall, the system has 
173,016 students, an increase 
of 2,262 students from the past 
fall’s enrollment of 170,754. 
That is a 1.3 percent increase.
Overall, enrollment was up 
by 2.4 percent at the commu-
nity and technical colleges and 
down about 0.6 percent at the 
seven state universities.
The colleges and universities 
project a full-year-equivalent 
enrollment of 134,989 for the 
current year, compared with 
the actual full-year-equivalent 
enrollment of 134,220. 
Student senate will 
offer rides to polls
On Nov. 7, student senate 
will offer students who live 
on campus bus trips to the 
polls.
MCDC 13th annual 
conference held
The MultiCultural 
Development Center Diversity 
Conference, live via satellite 
from 10 a.m. to noon Nov. 15 
in CMU 203 at MSUM.
Its title is “Spirituality and 
Religion in the Workplace: 
Creating a Compatible 
Environment for Spiritual 
and Religious Values and 
Practices.”
Organizations are created 
and run by people. In any 
successful institution, faculty 
and staff as well as students 
need to be recognized, valued, 
respected and assured that 
they are welcome with all of 
the differences that they bring 
with them. This includes their 
religious and spiritual beliefs.
Gone are the days when 
people are expected to leave 
their spirituality at the door. 
Today’s organizations and 
institutions of higher learn-
ing understand that, to retain 
their best talent and achieve 
high levels of academic excel-
lence, all people must feel they 
are able to bring their whole 
self to the organization.
The challenge comes in 
managing people diversity. 
Interaction between people 
with different worldviews, 
specifically spiritual or reli-
gious perspectives, can result 
in polarized opinions that can 
spill out onto the campus and 
create chaos in an otherwise 
harmonious environment.
Internship fair held 
at U of M on Friday 
The Minnesota Government 
and Internship Fair will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday in the Coffman Union at 
the University of Minnesota.
For fair infomation and to see 
the full-time jobs and intern-
ships, the participating orga-
nizations have available, visit 
www.mnstate.edu/career. 
Select “Fairs & Events” to find 
a link to this fair.
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It is feasible to go to every 
building the tunnels connect 
to without ever getting above 
ground, Schmidt said.
Senior Jered Weber has gone 
looking for the tunnels on 
Saturday nights, trying to find 
a way in. He said he does it 
when he is feeling dangerous.
“I’ve heard that they’re inter-
twined through the campus 
and there’s some possible 
entrance points in some of the 
dorms,” Weber said. “I want 
to explore those tunnels.”
Weber also wants tours to go 
through the tunnels. “Draw 
more people to the campus. 
‘Oh, you have tunnels?’”
Skip Toops said he and 
friends have also gone tun-
nel hunting. “We decided we 
were going to go into the aca-
demic buildings and go in to 
the basement of them and try 
every single door.”
The senior said the closest he 
has ever gotten to seeing the 
tunnels is by entering grates, 
which only lead to more block-
ades.
Another senior, Leslie Ince, 
was trained in on the tun-
nels when she became a com-
plex coordinator, in charge of 
residence hall RAs. She said 
although she has heard the 
myths surrounding the tun-
nels, she thought they were 
untrue.
“They’re as big as body 
length; they’re actually pretty 
small,” Ince said. “You can 
get hurt. It’s hot steam going 
down there.”
The pipes often burn the 
men who work in the tunnels. 
“Like taking a frying pan off 
the stove and sticking it on 
your arm,” Money said.
The tunnels are anywhere 
from eight to 18 inches below 
the ground, according to 
Money.
Originally, the heating plant 
was at Old Main, which burned 
down in 1930. They eventu-
ally moved to Grier before 
the Heating Plant, across the 
street from Nemzek, was built 
in 1959.
Although the tunnels’ poten-
tial danger has restricted 
students, men from the Old 
Order of Owls would sneak 
down, Schmidt said.
Money said: “They’d have 
different places rigged up so 
that they could pop the locks 
on the doorways so they could 
get down there, and some 
of them drank beer down 
there.”
Bjornson said, “I think it’d be 
really cool if they could some-
how get them open.
“It’d be really sweet if there 
were tunnels that we could 
use and would be safe.”
heATher gruenhAgen / AdvOcATe PhOTO ediTOr
Top: A map shows where the tunnels run. Above: The tunnels carry 
hot steam to most campus buildings, which could be dangerous.
morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.
The MSUM Counseling and 
Personal Growth Center has 
offered its services to students 
for four decades this year.
The Counseling Center helps 
students with personal issues 
such as career choices, depres-
sion or anxiety. The Counseling 
Center also offers tutoring and 
Supplemental Instruction ser-
vices to students.
Deb Seaburg, counselor and 
associate professor, said the 
top issue students come to the 
Counseling Center for help 
with is career choice. She said 
that 40 percent of students need 
or want guidance on choosing 
a major or more information 
on the careers available with a 
specific major.
For these career choices, the 
Counseling Center has a career 
service library where students 
can take interest or personal-
ity tests to “clarify strengths 
and values.”
The library room is geared 
toward the beginning decision-
making process of majors. A 
typical question the informa-
tion in the library can answer 
is “What does this major do?”
In addition to taking these 
tests, students can take a num-
ber of courses called Personal 
Development courses. The 
credit for these classes rang-
es from one to two credits. 
Senior Year Experience, career 
life services and management 
are classes offered through 
Personal Development.
The issues typically covered 
in these classes are “those that 
are topics that group coun-
seling covers,” such as “self-
a s s e s s m e n t , 
what’s out 
there and how 
do I prepare 
for it,” Seaburg 
said.
C u r r e n t l y, 
there aren’t 
any scheduled 
group sessions outside of the 
Personal Development classes. 
However, Seaburg would like 
to have a grief group started. 
She said the hardest thing to 
keep group sessions going is 
the time commitment factor 
among students.
The Counseling Center has 
three full-time counselors, one 
half-time counselor and intern 
counselors. The counselors 
have counseling degrees.
All of the services with the 
exception of some tests through 
the career service library are 
free and all services are con-
fidential. The Counseling 
Center is in Bridges 260 and is 
open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Friday with walk-
in/emergency counseling 
available at 3 p.m. every day 
it is open. Students can call to 
make appointments or stop in 
the Counseling Center.
Seaburg said about 35 percent 
of students come 
to the Counseling 
Center for help 
with depression 
and 25 to 30 per-
cent for anxiety. 
“For those 
kinds of more 
mental illnesses, 
we work more closely with 
Hendrix Health,” she said, to 
help with the idea of “How do 
you change your way of think-
ing?” The counselors use more 
cognitive behavioral tools.
The Counseling Center also 
connects students with spe-
cific issues, such as eating 
disorders, to the professional 
community to receive help.
The Counseling Center helps 
an average of about 300 to 
400 students per year with the 
average student seen about 3 
to 5 times for a specific issue. 
The therapy is typically short 
term, “but there are students 
we see long term or once a 
month while they’re in col-
lege,” Seaburg said.
In addition to the counsel-
ing services, the Counseling 
Center is in charge of the aca-
demic fitness program, which 
helps students on academic 
probation or subject to sus-
pension.
The program offers an aca-
demic success course, and if a 
student takes and passes the 
course, he or she is able to reg-
ister during his or her regular 
registration period instead of 
waiting to see if he or she is on 
probation.
The Counseling Center coor-
dinates tutoring and SI ser-
vices. The tutors are students 
recommended from their 
department and work more 
one-on-one with students 
needing additional help with 
courses.
Students don’t have to worry 
about finding a tutor—the stu-
dent tutor coordinator puts 
tutors together with students. 
SI helps students with “classes 
that have been historically dif-
ficult,” Seaburg said.
The tutors attend the classes 
with the tutee and then pres-
ent the material covered in the 
lecture in a more interactive 
way.
SI typically meets two to 
three times a week. Both tutor-
ing services are free to stu-
dents. 
The Counseling Center 
also works with the MSUM 
Women’s Center. 
During the fall semester, stu-
dents typically can be seen 
within a day. During the 
spring, the wait can be up 
to two weeks. Seaburg said 
students usually go to the 
Counseling Center with a lot 
of career issues about registra-
tion every semester.
“I want the students to know 
we’re here and we’re nice 
people,” she said, and that 
students are not alone. “It’s 
stressful being a student.”
Counseling center helps to heal woes
Service most often deals with students needing career advice
I want the students to 
know we’re here and 
we’re nice people. ... 







roe can be reached
at roera@mnstate.edu.
LangsethRe-elect your Senator Keith
Someone you know. Someone you trust   •   Proven Leadership for Greater Minnesota 
Paid for by the Langseth Volunteer Committee, Joy Green, Treasurer
State Senator Keith Langseth has a long 
history of support for MSUM. As Senate 
Bonding Committee chair, Senator Langseth 
has led the way for the funding of several 
projects on our campus, including:
• Science Lab Building
• MacLean Hall Renovation
• Hagen Hall Renovation
• Planning of Lommen Hall Renovation
• Five-Block Expansion Project
In 2004, Keith Langseth was the recipient of 
the MSUSA Legislator of the Year Award.
Senator Keith Langseth deserves our support.









Voted Best Pizza in Over 100 Markets
$7.99
Fun Facts From 
Jenna
All clams start out 
as males; some 
decide to become 
females at some 









still take on 
the colors of its 
environment.
MSUM is conducting the 
fourth annual Hall Olympics. 
This activity is campus based 
and is also an incentive pro-
gram to increase diversity 
programming in the residence 
halls.
The Hall Olympics came 
into existence in 2002 when 
Ryan Sylvester, Area Director 
for of Nelson, Grantham and 
Holmquist Halls, created the 
program to provide residence 
hall students with a positive 
floor community experience. 
The idea of building such 
a program was put on hold, 
from the 2002-2003 school year 
until this year. 
Now the Hall Olympics are 
back, and on a much wider 
scale. This activity is now 
used to not only encourage 
more diversity at events that 
happen at MSUM, but in all 
the on-campus events. 
In addition to campus-wide 
activities, there are certain 
events that pertain specifically 
to the Hall Olympics.  
This year, the head of the Hall 
Olympics is Corey Schaffer, 
Emphasis Programming 
Coordinator for MSUM 
Housing and Residential Life.
He received this job when 
the Housing and Residential 
Life Department formed a 
new position this year.  Some 
of his jobs include being in 
charge of the Hall Olympics 
program, escalating weekend 
residence hall programming, 
and encouraging the MSUM 
faculty to become more 
involved with students that 
live on campus.
Schaffer was chosen for the 
position over the summer, and 
he has been involved with 
many things on campus in 
order for him to receive the 
position.
“My qualifications include: 
serving two years as a resi-
dent assistant for the housing 
department, having many suc-
cessful programs in those two 
years and having a detailed 
plan for ways we could reju-
venate the Hall Olympics 
and make it more appealing,” 
Schaffer said.
The main purpose for the 
Hall Olympics is to work as 
an incentive program to be 
involved in on-campus life. 
There are a lot of advantag-
es with participating in the 
Hall Olympics as well. There 
are activities such as floor 
decorating and trivia con-
tests. Floors earn points when 
residents attend on-campus 
events and fill out a “Hall 
Olympics Passport” on the 
Hall Olympics Web site. 
“We also offer many pro-
grams through the Hall 
Olympics that have been very 
successful including a short 
film contest and a discus-
sion on 9/11 and terrorism 
where residents and RAs were 
encouraged to come with not 
only their opinion—but the 
opinion of their floor’s coun-
try,” Schaffer said. 
Some countries represented 
in the Hall Olympics include 
America, Iraq, Mexico, Nepal, 
Ireland, Vietnam and Nigeria. 
A different country repre-
sents each floor in every hall. 
A point value is accumulated 
by a country or floor, when 
members of that floor are pres-
ent for these events. 
Schaffer has several expecta-
tions for the Hall Olympics 
and its residents this school 
year. 
“The Hall Olympics program 
acts in many ways as an ‘adver-
tising agency’ for events that 
happen on-campus, in that we 
advertise almost every event 
that occurs at MSUM through 
the Hall Olympics and offer 
incentives for attending.
“The Hall Olympics also pro-
motes floor pride, floor unity 
and gives residents a sense of 
identity. By recognizing their 
floor as China, Greece or Italy, 
it helps residents bond and 
makes living on a residence 
hall floor more than just a 
place to sleep and study,” 
Schaffer said.
Some students think that the 
Hall Olympics is a good idea 
and it expresses unity within 
the residence halls.
“I am glad to see that the 
unity amongst students of 
different nationalities coming 
together and participating in 
school-wide events,” fresh-
man Chelsea Lubich said.
In agreement with her is 
Konul Azimzade, a junior 
transfer student from 
Azerbaijan. 
She feels the Hall Olympics 
is more than just competition. 
She said it makes hall resi-
dents come together in order 
to reach their goals, and at the 
end the winning floor receives 
prizes.   
Some sponsors of Hall 
Olympics include USA Today, 
Papa Johns, Culver’s, Uno’s, 
Pizza Hut, Y94 and Casey’s 
General Store.
Submitted photo 
Fourth floor Grantham, Venezuela, proudly displays its flag in one of its hallways. Each floor through-
out the residence halls has decorations up to celebrate its assigned country for the Hall Olympics. 
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Fourth Hall Olympics off and running
Residence hall activity promotes diversity and builds community
Gibson can be reached at
jessica_lynn_gibson@yahoo.com.
However, none of the five 
candidates for the U.S. Senate 
attended the forum.
Though interest in midterm 
elections tends to be lower 
than those in presidential elec-
tions, Haugen doesn’t believe 
students are underscoring 
the major importance of this 
year’s event.
“Are students more con-
cerned? Yes. The general senti-
ment and the climate leads me 
to say people are more con-
cerned than previous midterm 
elections,” Haugen said.
The university’s Get Out the 
Vote Campaign only focuses 
on the Minnesota elections, 
even though approximately 
40 percent of students are 
from North Dakota. Haugen 
explains that even though a 
sizable portion of the student 
body is from North Dakota, 
the majority of the students 
are from Minnesota, and it is a 
Minnesota campus.
It is more feasible to focus on 
the issues of local state repre-
sentatives from Clay County 
than it is in Fargo, due to the 
city’s multiple districts.
He further explains that the 
Minnesota U.S. Senate elec-
tions are more high profile, and 
there is also a tight gubernatori-
al election under way between 
incumbent Republican Tim 
Pawlenty, Attorney General 
Mike Hatch on the DFL ticket, 
Independence Party candi-
date Peter Hutchinson, Green 
Party candidate Ken Pentel 
and American Party candidate 
Leslie Davis.
However, for other students 
from surrounding states, the 
program will offer absentee 
ballot information for stu-
dents curious about elections 
going on in their home state. 
Haugen wants voting to seem 
accessible to students.
“You got to have information 
on how you can vote, where 
you can vote, why you should 
vote, how it’s important and 
what that vote does.”
He also explains how it’s the 
responsibility of the candidates 
to get their message across 
and, of course, the importance 
of the actual vote itself.
With a two-front war in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, a fluctuating 
economy, a national energy 
crisis and the growing problem 
of global warming, Haugen 
can’t emphasize enough the 
importance of a vote in the 
Nov. 7 election.
“Without voting, why are we 
in this country? It’s something 
that’s priceless, it can change 
everything, and it can change 
nothing if people don’t vote.”
Student senate will provide 
bussing to the polls on Nov. 
7 for people who live on cam-
pus. For exact pick-up places, 
go to the senate office in CMU 
116B, call (218) 477-2150 or e-
mail stusen@mnstate.edu.
ElEcTiOn, FrOm FrOnT
rohla can be reached
at rohlawi@mnstate.edu.
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more than codes 
and class advice 
How many of us have taken the time to really get to 
know our advisers?
It’s that time of the semester yet again: Time to meet 
with our advisers and smooth out our schedules, but 
most of us are wont to going in, saying what we need 
to say to get our registration codes and flying out 
again. 
But our advisers aren’t just there to hand out reg-
istration codes. They’re also there to help us make 
sense of difficult classes, to inspire us in our fields of 
choice, and to offer guidance and help in those fields. 
But how can they assist us in these endeavors if we 
don’t show our own interest in our future?
Advisers can offer a plethora of information: They 
can write letters of recommendation for internships 
and scholarships, they can help you chose comple-
menting minors, they can discuss with you possible 
graduate schools and programs and even steer you 
toward great classes. You’ll gain none of this price-
less knowledge if you don’t talk to them. Most faculty 
are exceptionally friendly in discussing your concerns 
and questions.
So, remember to sign up on time for your appoint-
ments this semester. Make sure to come prepared, not 
only with your schedule, but also with any questions 
or concerns you may have. You may have to schedule 
another appointment to smooth out any details, but 
start using your adviser as a resource. It will help you 
down the road.
You will be more prepared overall if you began using 
the resources this university has for you. Who knows 
what internship opportunities your adviser knows 
about, or maybe they have connections that may be of 
use to you. But you’ll never know unless you take the 
time to research it.
Furthermore, say hello to your advisers in the halls, 
get into a name-to-name basis, and  show that you 
are grateful for their guidance and the time they have 
put into you and your future. They’ll appreciate that 
they’ve contributed to the students they teach.  
Another outlet for smoothing out your college experi-
ence and future plans is the Counseling Center. The 
center has an amazing staff ready to help you pick a 
major, juggle work and school and develop skills that 
you can use outside of the classroom. 
After all, it is your future that you are shaping with 
these visits, and it pays to be an active, present stu-
dent during these years.






letters to the editor
This has got to stop. Every 
week when The Advocate 
comes out, I hope—no, I 
pray—the columnists actually 
have something interesting 
to say about campus issues. 
Every week, I find myself 
wanting to gouge my eyes out 
with someone else’s dirty fin-
gernails. 
In particular, I’m talking 
about the trite, flippant and 
oftentimes moronic tirades the 
columnists go on about their 
personal lives. Why it is that 
The Advocate staff can’t take 
their work seriously is beyond 
me. 
I do not care about how much 
you love or hate “7th Heaven,” 
or your high-and-mighty feel-
ings about the iPod, and I cer-
tainly don’t care about what 
you do and do not consider 
a sport. Such childish and 
irrelevant ramblings are better 
suited as drunken MySpace 
posts. I suspect many others 
on campus agree with me.
This nonsense has been going 
on far too long. I’ve been terri-
bly disappointed by the paper 
the past few years and am 
surprised it still actually wins 
awards. When I open a college 
newspaper, I expect news and 
opinions about the college it 
serves.
Now I’m not saying every-
body on the staff fits this pro-
file. Much of the news is pretty 
good, albeit jaded at times. As 
it stands, the paper is out of 
touch with its readers. We can 
find more and better informa-
tion on the bulletin boards 
around campus, or through 
the campus security blotter. 
That has to change.
To those that do fit this 
profile: It’s time to grow up. 
Put some thought into your 
work before it goes to press. 
Trust me, it looks better on a 
resume. 
It wouldn’t hurt if the edi-
tors started cracking down on 
this issue as well. Asking writ-
ers to stick to relevant topics 
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Columnists out of touch
There’s a joke about an 
instructor who asks a very 
stubborn student what he 
thought ignorance and apa-
thy meant. And the student’s 
reply was, ”I don’t know, and 
I don’t care!” Now, for those of 
you reading this who KNOW 
what ignorance and apathy 
mean, you will get the joke.
Nov. 7 is fast approaching 
and we are aware that there 
is a lack of enthusiasm run-
ning throughout the student 
community. It seems there 
was more excitement about 
the 2004 elections than the 
upcoming midterm elections. 
Instructors were talking about 
it more, and students had 
more interest because it was a 
presidential election. Well, we 
would like to weigh in on this 
and stress the importance of 
these midterm elections and 
try to show that these elec-
tions are as important, if not 
more important, than electing 
a president.
The point is, if you don’t care 
about voting and don’t bother 
to take a little time to find out 
who is running and what deci-
sion-making positions they 
are running for, then don’t 
complain about tuition going 
up or any other decisions that 
directly affect us as students!
Whatever your age, whether 
you like it or not, this coun-
try is going to be left in our 
hands! We have a say in what 
this country will look like. By 
voting we choose who will 
make decisions on our behalf. 
As we get older the issues 
of health insurance, minimum 
wage and childcare become 
more important in our day-
to-day life. The individuals 
elected today will make deci-
sions on how our country is 
run tomorrow. So voice your 




Students should vote, 
care about election day
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Have you ever won-
dered, like many of 
your parents and teach-
ers, how are students 
in Asia and Europe bet-
ter in mathematics than 
their American counter-
parts? I’ll tell you how. 
It’s because they use the 
metric system.Yes, the answer 
is that simple. 
I wonder, sometimes, what 
genius came up with the idea 
of using the ounces, pounds 
and miles system (OPM sys-
tem) in America. Say that acro-
nym faster and it sounds like 
“opium,” the thing that the 
OPM system’s author must 
have been smoking when he/
she came up with the so-called 
brilliant idea. 
I, personally, always have a 
hard time using the opium 
system. I cannot keep track 
of how many ounces make 
a pound, how many grams 
make an ounce, how many 
grams make a pound or how 
many liters make a gallon. 
Also, what’s up with the 
term gallon? When I grew up, 
I learnt that a “gallon” meant 
a plastic container. But, then, 
I could have had bad English 
teachers in my kindergarten. 
Anyway, how many ounces 
make a pound? Is it 8, 16 or 
32? I, to this day, do not know 
that for sure. It would be so 
easy to memorize if it were 
10, 20 or 30. Also, how many 
grams are there in a pound? 
I think it’s something like 442 
or 452.  It would be a lot easier 
if it were exactly 400 or 500. 
And how many liters are 
there in a gallon? I think it 
is 2.2, but I may be 
wrong. A mile is, I 
think, 1600 meters. 
Now consider the 
metric system used 
in Asia and Europe: 
Ten millimeters is a 
centimeter. Ten centi-
meters is a decimeter. 
Ten decimeters is a meter. One 
thousand meters is a kilome-
ter. There are no miles. Grams 
and kilograms are measured 
the same way. There are no 
pounds. The metric system is 
easy to follow and memorize. 
On the other hand, the OPM 
system is confusing and dif-
ficult to memorize. No won-
der many American students 
give up on their numbers and 
mathematics after their second 
or third grade when they start 
learning the OPM system. 
Also, what’s a yard? Whose 
yard? Your yard or my yard? 
That four foot tall guy’s yard or 
that seven foot tall guy’s yard? 
Last but not the least, how 
much is a barrel? 
What’s wrong with liters 
and kiloliters? If it’s too many 
kiloliters for you, make up a 
new easy-to-memorize unit. 
For example: Let’s say 10,000 
kiloliters is a “megaliter” or 
something. Also, doesn’t “bar-
rel” actually mean a big con-
tainer? I have not understood 
this American fascination for 
containers. 
I think the OPM system is 
one of the biggest conspira-
cies designed by the American 
government. They don’t want 
the ordinary folks to become 
smart by getting their math 
right. So, they devised this 
elaborate “opium” system to 
“drug” (pun intended) the 
regular folks and make them 
dumb (no offense intended), 
right from the beginning, 
starting from kindergarten, 
and the government has suc-
ceeded so far because most 
American students have devel-
oped “mathophobia”—an 
aversion to mathematics and 
anything mathematics related. 
Mathophobia may be a small 
disease to the individual, but 
it is the plague for the govern-
ment. Why do you think the 
public keeps buying SUVs in 
record numbers even when 
the gas prices keep increasing 
every day? It’s because the 
mathophobic public doesn’t 
know its math.  
So, the next time you meet 
your local representative, tell 
them that if you truly want No 
Child Left Behind, leave the 
OPM system behind. Bring the 
metric system back in. And, by 
the way, if you have not real-
ized it yet, the No Child Left 
Behind policy is the cousin of 
the “opium” system.
Time to say goodbye to those high school years
The high school years 
are probably the most 
fashion-focused years of 
one’s life. This is unless, 
of course, one is going 
into a fashion-related 
industry. 
In college, however, we 
let things slide. A hooded 
sweatshirt every day of the 
week? Perfectly acceptable. 
Wearing the same jeans to 
class that you wore out last 
night? Also acceptable (espe-
cially if you’re making that 
extra effort to get to class and 
don’t have time to bother with 
silly things like looking for 
clean clothes). 
My point here is that many 
of us have a lot of old clothes 
from high school we don’t 
wear anymore for whatever 
reason: weight gain, fading 
trends or just a change of 
taste. 
Meanwhile, I found myself 
in a somewhat unfortunate 
financial situation last spring. 
I was struggling to find a sum-
mer job, my father was sick 
of financing me, and I had 
almost tapped out my sav-
ings. So, I took a good long 
look in the mirror and said it 
out loud, “It’s time to sell your 
clothes.”
 Sure, it’s not as drastic as sell-
ing blood or—on the extreme 
and somewhat creepy end of 
the spectrum—your 
viable eggs, but for 
me, it signaled a fare-
well to some articles 
that I had come to 
know as parts of me. 
So, I went to work. I 
started with drawers 
and worked my way 
over to the closet before going 
through the totes of sweaters 
that I’d put away for the sum-
mer. 
It was like walking down 
memory lane. I recalled the 
pep fest I’d worn one shirt to, 
while remembering the excel-
lent party I’d been at the first 
time I wore that pair of Silver 
jeans. I even fished out some 
purses that I hadn’t used much 
and threw them in the bag. 
By the time I was finished, I 
had about one large garbage 
bag’s worth of clothes; and so, 
I set off for Plato’s Closet. 
I got there, feeling pretty 
good about the selection of 
goods I was presenting, and 
the man at the counter asked if 
I would mind waiting awhile 
as he looked through. So, I 
browsed the selection and was 
delighted when he called me 
back up to the counter. 
Suddenly, terror, confusion 
and disbelief hit me. Thirty 
dollars?? This is what was 
supposed to save me so that 
I could get through the month 
of May? Thirty dollars? What 
was I supposed to do now? 
He explained that some of the 
things I’d brought were win-
ter items, which they weren’t 
accepting, that they had too 
many hand-bags as is, and 
that the rest was appraised at 
that price. 
I couldn’t believe I was part-
ing with dear old friends for 
the bargain basement price of 
$30 (especially when I knew 
they’d probably get at least a 
hundred when they sold it on 
the shelf). 
In the end, desperation won 
out. I ended up taking the 
money and leaving with some 
clothes still in my hand.
Looking back, I can now view 
it as a positive experience: I 
got my drawers cleaned out, 
I got to buy groceries in May, 
and I let go of some of the 
things that tied me down. 
I would suggest it to any-
one.
Did you fail third grade math?
E-mail Khanal
at khanalmu@mnstate.edu.





Do you need a new purse?
E-mail Kveno
at kvenosa@mnstate.edu.
Are you an opera fan? If so, 
check out Giacomo Puccini’s 
“Tosca” at 8 p.m. and 2 p.m. 
Oct. 25 and 29 at the NDSU 
Festival Concert Hall.
“Tosca” is a romantic opera 
that dates back to the 17th 
century. The opera made its 
first premiere Jan. 14, 1900, in 
Teatro Constanzi, Rome.
The three main charac-
ters, Floria Tosca, Mario 
Cavaradossi and Baron 
Scarpia are wrapped in a love 
triangle. Tosca and Mario are 
deeply in love with each other, 
but Scarpia wants Tosca for 
himself.
Artistic director, David 
Hamilton, who also plays 
Mario, describes the opera as 
a “passionate love story.”
The cast of “Tosca” includes 
leading lady Stella Zambalis. 
Zambalis is part of a group 
of performers who tour inde-
pendently with their own 
managers. She has toured all 
over the U.S., South America, 
Canada and Europe. She has 
also been a guest in many 
well-known opera companies 
such as the New York City 
Opera, the Seattle Opera and 
the Minnesota Opera.
“Tosca” is her first job of 
the season. She then has 
Christmas shows in New 
York City and in May she will 
be back in Rochester, Minn., 
for a show called “Norma.” 
“Our season runs from about 
September to May. The sum-
mer months slow down quite 
a bit,” Zambalis said.
Zambalis studied music at 
Florida State. She then joined 
an apprentice program in 
Houston with the leading 
opera company in the U.S., the 
Houston Grand Opera.
The third leading role, Scarpia, 
is played by Constantinos 
Yiannoudes. He is also a well-
known opera singer and has 
performed with many excel-
lent U.S. opera companies 
such as the New York Grand 
Opera, the Boheme Opera of 
New Jersey and the Annapolis 
Opera.
After his performance in 
“Tosca,” Yiannoudes has roles 
lined up with other opera 
companies across the coun-
try. In 2007 he has roles such 
as Rigoletto with the Boheme 
Opera of New Jersey and a 
soloist for the Eugene Concert 
Choir in their production of 
“A Night at the Opera.”
“Tosca” will be sung in 
Italian with English subti-
tles. It is directed by David 
Bartholomew and conducted 
by Joseph Mechavich. Tickets 
can be purchased by phone 
through the Festival Hall Box 
Office at (701) 231-9442. 
Student rush tickets are $12 
and all other tickets range 
from $20 to $45.
Approximately 30 MSUM 
film studies students and their 
friends spent last weekend 
writing, shooting, editing and 
producing a film from four 
to eight minutes in a 48-hour 
period of time.
Participating schools logged 
on to the National Film 
Challenge site at 7 p.m. Friday 
to get four simple instructions: 
genre—fantasy, character—
Sam Pinkerton and a preach-
er, line of dialogue—throw 
cold water on it and prop-
chalk board. From there, three 
groups from MSUM broke up 
to make movies.
One group dropped out of 
the running on Saturday after 
having problems not recruit-
ing enough actors, technicians 
and set ups. The other two 
groups each completed a film 
that was shown at a screen-
ing on Sunday to be judged 
by local film professionals 
and one chosen to represent 
MSUM on the national level. 
Film studies adjunct profes-
sor Matt Olien, award win-
ning local filmmaker Charles 
Hinton and another local inde-
pendent filmmaker chose the 
film “Samuel’s Wish” mainly 
because of its abundance of 
production values.
“We wanted to do something 
different, so when our group 
met at my apartment to start 
writing, I played the Kronos 
quartet theme from ‘Requiem 
for a Dream’ to inspire moods 
toward something dark,” 
director Gaib Wimmer said. 
The group went with the theme 
of a deal with the devil.
The processes went pretty 
smoothly until after the final 
showings and the winner was 
chosen. The schools get a few 
extra hours to fine-tune the 
picture before sending the best 
possible film off to the nation-
al competition, just as long as 
it is postmarked on Monday.
Wimmer imported the film 
back into Final Cut Pro to 
finesse the soundtrack but 
spent the next four hours re-
editing and reconnecting all 
the media after a computer 
error that had problems find-
ing the source of each cut.  
This year’s challenge was dif-
ferent than in the past because 
a majority of the participants 
were first year production stu-
dents or have yet to begin 
production classes. “I’ve done 
it the last three years and this 
was the best group of kids 
to work with,” Elijah Larson 
said, who directed the second 
film made for the competi-
tion.
At the public showing, a few 
other awards were handed out. 
Harry Lantto, who composed 
four pieces of music in only 
38 minutes, was awarded best 
screenplay. Brandt Wolf won 
for best actor and Wimmer 
won best director.
“Ultimately, the best part 
was just how well these kids 
worked, how quickly and how 
applicably they were able to 
do stuff,” Wimmer said. 
Anyone interested in attain-
ing a copy of the film can 
contact Wimmer in the film 
studies office in the Center for 
the Arts basement.
1. “Magic Potion”
    by black keys
2. “Back to HigHer  
ground”
    by briggs
3. “StraigHt outta  
Lynwood”
    by Weird al   
 yankovic
4. “young          
MacHeteS” 





    by hellogoodbye
6. “BiLLy taLent ii”
    by billy talent
7. “LoVe tHeir 
country”
    by Me First and  
 the giMMe  
 giMMes
8. “a SHared    
HiStory
of tragedy”
    by black Maria
9. “tHe crane 
wife”
    by deceMberists
10. “ta-daH”
      by scissor 
 sisters
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‘Samuel’s Wish’ goes to nationals
I’m ready for my computer crash, Mr. Gaib: Students do 48-hour contest
Rohde can be reached
at rohdero@mnstate.edu.
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Artwork by two entrants in the 
annual Faculty Art Exhibit on 
Sept. 18 through Oct. 11 in the 
Roland dille center for the Arts 
gallery. Top: “Beautiful hat” by 
Sherry Short.  Left: “Two hands 
Touching” by Zhimin Guan.
Above: Gaib Wimmer directs Max heesch who played the devil 
character in the film chosen to represent MSUM in the National 
Film challenge. Below, left: Joe Koesterman, Andrew Neill and 
Adam Wetsch (in the wheelchair) look at all the angles while set-
ting up for a dolly shot. Below, right: crew of the film “Samuels’s 
Wish” does a run through and soundcheck before shooting.
FM Opera presents love story ‘Tosca’




The Ten Percent Society is 
hosting a drag show Nov. 4 in 
the CMU Ballroom. 
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. while 
the show begins at 8 p.m. The 
cost is $5 or $4 with a canned 
good.
The group provides social 
activities, support and educa-
tion to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender students, faculty 
and staff and straight allies on 
the campuses of Minnesota 
State University Moorhead 
and North Dakota State 
University as well as in the 
Fargo-Moorhead community.
Meetings are held biweekly 
8 p.m. Tuesday nights at 116 
12th St. S. in Moorhead.
There are also sometimes 
social nights planned on the 
non-meeting Tuesday nights. 
Other past events include 
National Coming Out Week 
in the fall and Campus Pride 
Week in the spring.
To find out about these 
opportunities e-mail tenper-
centsociety@yahoo.com to get 
added to the e-mail list.
T h e  M e r r i a m - We b s t e r 
Dictionary defines an Amer-
ican as “a citizen of the U.S.”
But for author and activist 
Irene Kai, who fits the descrip-
tion despite being born in 
Hong Kong, being accepted 
as an American rather than an 
immigrant was both a frustra-
tion and inspiration for her 
career.
Kai was the keynote speak-
er at the Red River Women’s 
Studies Conference on Oct. 
20, where she gave a speech 
titled “What It Means to Be 
an American.” Using a movie 
on the different meanings 
of social labels, like gay and 
straight, and the experienc-
es of her maternal ancestors, 
she focused on the speech’s 
title and the illusion of the 
“American dream.”
“I want to encourage stu-
dents to appreciate your envi-
ronments. … Instead of react-
ing, we need to slow down 
and understand each other,” 
Kai said during her speech.
Of the conference itself, Kai 
said that she liked how engag-
ing it was. Having lived in 
many big cities throughout her 
life, she admitted that there 
was some arrogance in being 
in a place with well-known 
universities and many oppor-
tunities for residents.
“But when I talked to Laurie 
(Blunsom) and listened to her 
explaining to me about the 
program, the women’s studies 
program, I was so impressed. 
This is a very vibrant and 
inspiring program with all 
the faculty who are passionate 
about their subject and really 
have the desire to inspire the 
students,” Kai said.
Kai said it is important to 
become educated in women’s 
studies because hers is the first 
generation to become more 
aware of their ability to make 
changes for themselves and 
their children. Education is 
the key to heightening under-
standing and making neces-
sary changes in society, she 
said.
Born and bred
In both good and bad ways, 
Kai said she feels affected by 
past generations’ experiences. 
As she explained in her pre-
sentation, her Chinese great-
grandmother was a poor 
farmer’s wife afraid of the 
birth of yet another daughter. 
Her grandmother, on the other 
hand, was a well-educated 
governor’s daughter free from 
the traditional foot-binding, 
but not from an arranged mar-
riage in America. 
Her mother, born in America, 
similarly moved to Hong Kong 
for her own arranged, loveless 
marriage. Kai recalled grow-
ing up in an angry house-
hold and the unhappiness her 
mother felt when her father 
kept concubines.
“My mother wanted love, 
but in Hong Kong men have 
concubines. It was hard for 
her to accept this,” Kai said.
Kai said even though she 
thought she had escaped “the 
oppressive culture of being a 
Chinese woman,” but never-
theless it has become embed-
ded in her skin.
An example of this is that 
she was very accepting of a 
17-year abusive relationship. 
However, she also said it gave 
her discipline, which mixed 
with the American value of 
free-thinking, helped her 
throughout her life.
‘The Golden Mountain’
After her father’s death, her 
family moved to San Francisco, 
or “The Golden Mountain” as 
the Chinese call it, settling in 
Chinatown. There, she learned 
English from the television and 
from being forced to speak the 
language in school.
“The language is just so dif-
ferent because there is no base 
of recognition, so it’s like all 
memorization,” Kai said.
Kai also had trouble being 
accepted as an American, not 
an immigrant.
“I feel citizens have trouble 
seeing each other as equals. 
The only ones who are 
Americans are the Europeans, 
and all other colors, differ-
ent races and ancestries feel 
that we need to be labeled 
as Asian American, African 
American, Arab American. 
Only the white Americans can 
call themselves ‘American,’” 
Kai said.
While there, Kai came to 
the realization that she didn’t 
have to follow her mother 
and grandmother’s fate. If she 
worked hard to educate her-
self and “assimilate into the 
culture,” she could get out of 
Chinatown.
So, she assimilated into the 
“American Dream,” where 
working hard and becoming 
rich and successful were ideal. 
Kai graduated from the School 
of Visual Arts in New York 
City and the Royal College of 
Art in London.
As the years went by, she 
became wealthy as an art-
ist and art importer only to 
find herself miserable. “I had 
money, my kids went to the 
best schools, had everything 
they could want, but I was 
unhappy. I was in a bad rela-
tionship; my children were a 
mess,” Kai said.
Life starts at 50
For most people, life begins 
at birth, but Kai declared her 
life began at age 50 because 
this was the time she began 
to follow her passions. She 
divorced her husband and 
moved from Los Angeles to 
Oregon.
There, she wrote her first 
book, “The Golden Mountain,” 
which spans four genera-
tions of Chinese women. She 
also recently released “What 
Do You See?” to address the 
conflicts she and other peo-
ple face being accepted as an 
American.
Today, Kai fills the many roles 
of speaker, artist, author, pub-
lisher, activist and educator. 
She said she is able to balance 
them because she embraces all 
of it, especially education.
Currently, she is working on 
another book for women about 
healing. She said women have 
so many scars and it is time 
for them to learn how to heal.
Word to the wise
The one piece of advice Kai 
said she’d give college stu-
dents, particularly women, 
is to not try to have it all. 
Instead, be honest with one-
self and make choices, even if 
that means having no children 
in order to pursue a career or 
vice versa.
Also, be curious.
“Take advantage of the best 
time of your life. College is 
the incubator for exploration, 
inspiration and discovering 
your potential. I loved my col-
lege days; those were the best 
days of my life,” Kai said.





Artwork by two entrants in the 
annual Faculty Art Exhibit on 
Sept. 18 through Oct. 11 in the 
Roland dille center for the Arts 
gallery. Top: “Beautiful hat” by 
Sherry Short.  Left: “Two hands 
Touching” by Zhimin Guan.
Meehlhause can be reached
at meehlhke@mnstate.edu.
From Hong Kong to ‘The Golden Mountain’
Author, speaker Irene Kai speaks on ancestry, what ‘American’ means
SuBMiTTEd PhOTO
Activist irene Kai was the keynote speaker at the Red River Wom-
en’s Studies conference on Oct. 20. A third generation American 
born in hong Kong, she spoke on what it means to be Ameican.




















B u s y  B u bb l e s  S u p e r  C e n t e r
H OM E  OF  24  H OU R  T ANN ING
16  Ne w l y  R e m o d l e d  Ta n n i n g  B e d s
$1. 50-10m i n .  Ta n  i n  a n y  b e d  
8am-m i d n i g h t
$3-20m i n .  Ta n  i n  a n y  b e d  8am-m i d n i g h t
$2-20m i n .  Fu l l  S e s s i o n  Ta n  i n  a n y  b e d  
m i d n i g h t-8am
C y b e r  L a u n d r y
5H i -S p e e d  i n t e r n e t
Wi r e l e s s  C o m p u t e r s  o r  b r i n g  y o u r  l a p t o p
“F r e e  t o  C u s t o me r s”
24  f r o n t  l o a d  wa s h e r s  o f  a l l  s i z e s
F R EE  D r y i n g  f o r  Wa s h i n g  C u s t o me r s  O n l y
2102  12t h  St .  N .  Fa r g o ,  ND                             701. 298.8589
L o c a t e d  1  b l k .  N .  o f  t h e  Fa r g o d o me  o n  21s t  Av e
Ne w  
U n l i m i t e d
Ta n n i n g  P k g .
D I D  Y O U  K N O W ? ? ?
Surgeons who listen to music during operations perform 
better than those who don’t .
In most advertisements, the time displayed on a watch or clock is usually 10:10.
A recent study at Harvard has shown that eating chocolate 
can actually help you live longer!
	
Get ahead in life with the National Guard. Call now!
• Up to 100% Tuition Assistance • Leadership Training
MINNESOTA
1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com
Had my first class today,and my tuition will be paidin full. Some people thinkcollege is too expensive.But I found a way.







$1 OFF All Wells
$5.50 Pitchers All Day!
Server Industry Night









FREE Pizza & Wings 4-7pm





















from 7pm to Close
2630 University Dr. S. Fargo
701.293.0200
Rock-n-Bowl every Fri, Sat and Sun 9pm - Close
We Offer:





Fun, Casual Working Environment 









It was the first ever “Battle 
for the Paddle” Saturday, as 
the MSUM football team lost 
to the University of Mary in 
a tight game that came right 
down to the wire.
With one minute left in the 
game, MSUM scored and 
decided to go for the two-
point conversion to win the 
game instead of a possible tie 
on an extra point. The conver-
sion failed and the Dragons 
moved on to 3-5 on the sea-
son, losing to the Marauders 
21-20.
“We were confident in the 
decision,” said head coach 
Damon Tomeo. “We had the 
right play called and their 
player just made the play.”
The prized paddle was on 
the line for the first time ever 
as MSUM and the University 
of Mary student senates 
agreed to form this rivalry. 
The Marauders paddled their 
way out of some rough waters 
to defeat the Dragons in what 
could be a long tradition. “I 
think the outcome will help 
the rivalry get started,” Tomeo 
said. “Hopefully some other 
sports can also create a rivalry 
and it won’t be just a football 
thing.”
“We lost by one point, so we 
are going in there angry either 
way next year,” said running 
back Enol Gilles.
The offense struggled to con-
vert on many opportunities 
that the defense created for 
them. “We didn’t take advan-
tage of all the turnovers,” 
Gilles said.
Field general Dustin Long 
had a productive day throw-
ing the ball as he went 23-37 
for 226 yards and two touch-
downs. Long was sacked three 
times and threw one intercep-
tion. Long also rushed for 24 
yards on 11 attempts.
The two-headed rushing 
attack was slowed a little as 
Dante Mathis was held to 25 
yards on five attempts. Enol 
Gilles rushed for 47 yards and 
a touchdown late in the game 
to bring the Dragons within 
one. “I asked coach for the 
ball (on the last drive) and was 
able to get into the end-zone,” 
Gilles said.
Bert Smith came up with 
seven catches for 66 yards and 
a touchdown. Bruce Green 
hauled in two passes for 21 
yards and a touchdown.
SportS
In the preseason coach-
es’ poll, MSUM was tabbed 
ninth for the 2006 season. If 
the season had ended that 
way, the Dragons would have 
played Tuesday, in the first 
round of the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference 
Tournament.
The MSUM Dragon women 
ended regular season play on 
the road Saturday, with a 2-
0 loss against the Concordia-
St. Paul Golden Bears. The 
Dragons and the Golden Bears’ 
game was the last one on the 
conference schedule. The out-
come of the game finalized the 
brackets for the NSIC tourna-
ment.
This was the second 
match between MSUM and 
Concordia-St. Paul. On Sept. 
17, the Dragons tied the Golden 
Bears, 1-1. Coach Rollie Bulock 
said that before their most 
recent match-up, the team 
wouldn’t make any changes 
in the way they play. “We 
match up fairly well against 
Concordia-St. Paul. We will be 
aware of certain players and 
keep an eye on them.”
The Dragons will have to 
keep an eye on those players 
one more time. They remained 
seventh in the standings 
with the loss, but Concordia-
St. Paul moved from fourth 
to second in the standings. 
Northern State, Bemidji State 
and the Golden Bears all fin-
ished with the same confer-
ence record, with the tiebreak-
er going to Concordia-St. Paul. 
This means the Dragons will 
be traveling to St. Paul for 
their third meeting with the 
Golden Bears. 
“Of course we would like to 
be closer to home. It is tough 
to play the same day as you 
sit on a bus for hours,” senior 
Megan DaPisa said. “There 
is always a bit of an advan-
tage when you are playing at 
home, so we are just going to 
focus on not letting that get us 
down.”
Senior Danielle Reid said, 
“I think the consensus of the 
team is we are excited. It’s 
a great opportunity to play 
them a third time. The games 
haven’t been easy, they’re a 
good team, but so are we.”
The Dragons have lost some 
games this year, but they’ve 
been competitive in all of 
them.
 The playoffs are the start of 
a new season. With a win they 
will travel to either Bemidji 
State or Wayne State, Neb. 
“Playoffs are always the time 
for teams to forget about the 
records, and just come out 
and give it everything they’ve 
got,” DaPisa said. “Our team 
has a lot of heart, and I think 
we will come to play no mat-
ter what team.”
At time of press, MSUM lost 
3-1 to Concordia-St. Paul in 
the first round of the playoffs.
kick off
Friday:
VB vs. Bemidji State
7 p.m.
Swim at Northern Iowa Dual
6 p.m.
Saturday:










VB at NSIC Tournament
Nov. 3




VB at NSIC Tournament
MBB at NDSU
7 p.m. (Exhibition)
CC at NCAA II North Central 
Regional
Nov. 5:
WBB vs. Northern Iowa
3:05 p.m. (Exhibition, West 
Gym)
Nov. 8:
MBB at Athletics in Action
8 p.m.
Nov. 9:
FB at Southwest Minnesota State
7 p.m.
VB at NCAA II Regionals
Nov. 10:
VB at NCAA II Regionals
Nov. 11:
VB at NCAA II Regionals
Wrestling at Bison Open
10 a.m.
*****Home games in BOLD
Cross Country
Moreland, Eckhoff bring home title
By CHRIS FLYNN
Staff Writer




The cross country trophy case 
didn’t remain empty for long 
as MSUM claimed the men’s 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference team title on 
Saturday at the University 
of Minnesota’s Les Bolstad 
Golf Course. It has been more 
than a decade since the men 
brought home a title.
Last year the women brought 
home the team title but placed 
third in this year’s meet.
Senior Dane Moreland, the 
conference’s individual cham-
pion a year ago, finished 
runner up to Wayne State’s 
Jeremiah Herron. 
“It was disappointing,” 
Moreland said of his 27:17.1 
finish. “I wanted to go back to 
back and be only the second 
one to do that.
“We pushed each other every 
day at practice and set a goal 
for ourselves and remind-
ed each other every week,” 
Moreland said.
Sophomore Kyle Eckhoff 
(27:26.5) placed fourth, junior 
Dustin Lillegaard (28:15.7) 
placed 10th and sophomore 
Adam Kne (28:31.0) finished 
11th.
“Because of his (Lillegaard) 
discipline over the summer, he 
has as much to do with win-
ning the title as anyone,” head 
coach Keith Barnier said.
New long distance coach 
Cley Twigg was awarded the 
NSIC Men’s Cross Country 
Coach of the Year. 
“Our new coach, Cley Twigg, 
experience and youth really 
helped us stay focused,” 
Moreland said as he, Eckhoff 
and Lillegaard earned all-con-
ference honors
On the women’s side, sopho-
more Ashley Roemer (25:08.9) 
led the Dragons at 13th place. 
Sophomores Rayna Berndt 
(25:11.7) followed right behind 
at 14th, with Michelle Hansen 
(25:11.7) and freshman Kristien 
Mantooth (25:31.5) rounding 
out the top 20.
“They gave it everything 
they had,” Barnier said. 
The women’s team only had 
seven runners this season, but 
with its youth all should be 
returning next year.
“We had the tightest pack 
of any of the teams there,” 
Barnier said.
A large majority of the team 
will be back in action this 
spring as part of the indoor 
and outdoor track seasons.
“I think this win will help 
our team because I have high 
expectations for track,” Barnier 
said, who also doubles as the 
head track and field coach. 
By ROBYN ROHDE
Sports Editor
Rohde can be reached
at rohdero@mnstate.edu.
football
Battle for the Paddle leaves Dragons up a creek
SUBMIttED pHOtO
the MSUM men’s cross country team has not brought home a conference team title since 1992.
FOOtBALL, pAGE 13
women’s soCCer
Dragons close book on season with first round loss
page 12, the Advocate thursday, Oct. 26, 2006
The defense played big and 
kept the game close as they 
created seven turnovers. The 
secondary was all over the 
field picking off passes from 
a couple different Marauder 
quarterbacks. Safety Josh Jones 
had two interceptions moving 
him up even higher on the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference interceptions list. 
MSUM set a school record for 
a total of five interceptions. 
Defensive backs Mitch 
Jeppesen, Marvin Anderson 
and James Baumann also 
came up with one interception 
each. “The defense came to 
play. There are things that we 
still need to work on, but they 
played well,” Tomeo said.
The Dragons have Northern 
State coming into town at 1 
p.m. Saturday. “They’re pretty 
solid, we just have to play 
hard and convert,” Gilles said. 
This is the last home game of 
the season for the Dragons 
and the last home game ever 
for the seniors. “They do a lot 
of good things. The guys are 
ready for a win,” Tomeo said.
University of Mary 21, MSUM 20
MSUM 0 14 0 6–20
Mary 7 0 7 7–21
Scoring summary
UM–Wall 61 pass from Sandy (Thibodeaux kick)
MSUM–Green 7 pass from Long (run failed)
MSUM–Smith 14 pass from Long (Smith pass 
from Long)
UM–Fleck 1 run (Thibodeaux kick)
UM–Fleck 5 run (Thibodeaux kick)
MSUM–Gilles 5 run (pass failed)
TEAM STATISTICS
 MSUM UM
First downs 20 16
Rushes-yards  32-97 32-111
Passing  226 195
Comp-Att-Int  23-37-1 16-25-5
Punts-Avg.  4-35.0 1-30.0
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-0
Penalties-Yards  5-45 5-39
Time of Possession  30:35 28:28
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING: MSUM–Gilles 14-47, Mathis 5-25, Long 
11-24, Bothun 2-1. UM–Fleck 19-94, Burgess 9-31, 
Kruse 1-0, Sandy 1-(-3)
PASSING: MSUM–Long 23-37-1-226. UM–Burgess 
10-15-2-83, Sandy 6-7-0-112, Kruse 0-3-3-0.
RECEIVING: MSUM–Smith 7-66, Schlenner 4-44, 
Mathis 3-58, Green 2-21, Fangman 2-19, Eager 2-
12, Holloway 2-(-2), Williams 1-8. UM–Wall 7-140, 
Fleck 6-36, Martin 2-19, Samuel 1-0.
The men and women’s 
lacrosse teams hosted the sixth 
annual Dragon Invitational 
“Fall Ball” Tournament 
Saturday and Sunday. The 
men finished with a 3-1 record, 
losing only to Minnesota-
Mankato, and the women 
went 2-2.
Sophomore midfield Ben 
Fairbanks said that after 
the men’s tournament was 
over, there was a three-way 
tie between MSUM, MSUM 
Alumni and Mankato. To break 
the tie, the championship team 
was determined by number of 
goals scored. Mankato took 
first place, MSUM took sec-
ond and MSUM Alumni took 
third. 
On the women’s side, MSUM 
beat University of Wisconsin 
Stout (5-1) and Hamline (5-1), 
and lost to the Alumni (1-6) 
and St. Ben’s (2-6).
Senior attack wing Hieu 
Trinh said the women’s side 
of the tournament had a great 
turnout this year. In past 
years, only four teams, includ-
ing MSUM, participated in 
the tournament, but this year 
there were seven.
“We generally try to set 
up a schedule so that all the 
teams get a chance to play 
one another. We do this so 
that it basically gives every 
team a preview (during the 
off-season) of what competi-
tion is going to be like during 
the spring season,” Trinh said. 
“But since there was a bigger 
turnout, we made a schedule 
that gave every team a chance 
to play two or three games for 
the weekend.
“This year we tried some-
thing new and made up an 
Alumni team comprised of all 
the graduates in the UMWLL 
(Upper Midwest Women’s 
Lacrosse League),” Trinh said. 
Including an Alumni team 
is an idea that came from the 
men’s side of the tournament, 
Trinh said. 
The men’s MSUM Alumni 
team this year included two 
of MSUM’s coaches, Zach 
Bosh, who plays post col-
legiate/semi pro lacrosse 
for the Minneapolis Lakers, 
and Cameron Peterson, who 
is currently playing for the 
professional indoor team, the 
Minnesota Swarm, Fairbanks 
said.  
“The Alumni played very 
well in the tournament. ... We 
saw this game as one of our 
biggest challenges coming into 
the tournament,” Fairbanks 
said. 
“With about two minutes 
remaining in the game, MSUM 
trailed the Alumni by one with 
the score at 5-6,” Fairbanks 
said. “Having battled back 
from a two-goal deficit, we 
felt a lot of motivation to try 
and beat our alumni.”  
At the two minute mark, 
Fairbanks scored a goal to tie, 
and then with only 10 seconds 
remaining, sophomore mid-
field Andy Richards darted 
past two defenders to score a 
game winning goal.
Fairbanks said, “I am very 
excited about how well our 
team played this weekend. I 
think that ending our fall sea-
son on such a high note will 
give the team a great sense of 
drive to help us train over the 
winter in preparation for the 
actual season in the spring.
“Everything we work for dur-
ing the year is all put towards 
winning the conference tour-
nament. If we win that tour-
nament, we get a trip to the 
national tournament, which 
is something that drives (the 
team) to get better,” Fairbanks 
said. 
The women’s team will start 
practicing again in February, 
and its season will begin in 
March, Trinh said. They hope 
to get a few more players and 
a more intense practice sched-
ule for the spring season. 
“I’m looking forward to the 
traveling part of the spring 
season. (We) get to travel to 
the Twin Cities for two tour-
naments and one out-of-state 
tournament,” Trinh said. “I 
can’t wait to see how the team 
will do when we have more 
time to practice.”
SportS
Being a Sports Information 
Director is one thing, but 
being a SID for 37 years is a 
completely different lifestyle. 
Larry Scott, MSUM’s SID, has 
been working at his job for 37 
years and has reached a huge 
milestone. Scott, or “Scotty” 
(as most people know him), 
recently worked his 400th con-
secutive football game, put-
ting him in a category of few. 
He is only the fourth active 
SID to reach that plateau.
“It’s nothing I set out for,” 
Scott said.
Scott is a 1963 graduate of 
Alexandria High School and 
received his B.S. degree from 





S c o t t 
has been 
various 
p l a c e s 
working 
in the 
s p o r t s 
field and has been on a 
few important committees. He 
became SID at MSUM in 1969 
and has been doing that for 
the past three decades.
Over the years he has seen 
many changes to Dragon ath-
letics and has been a big part 
of most of them. Scott has 
seen many coaches come and 
go but is satisfied at where the 
program stands now.
“To be the SID here is spe-
cial,” Scott said. “To know 
that coaches and people at 
the university can count on 
you is really something.” Scott 
has also received 107 national 
awards for his athletic publica-
tions, 25 of which were “Best 
in the Nation” certificates.
The general public may be 
unaware that a SID has many 
different roles and jobs. Scott 
is responsible for serving as 
a spokesman for the athlet-
ics department, serving as a 
liaison between the depart-
ment and the media, assisting 
media in coverage, updating 
the Web site, promotions, sta-
tistics, publications, fundrais-
ing, helping out coaches and 
athletes and much more. Most 
big Division I programs would 
consist of a group of about 
10 SIDs, but for the smaller 
schools, one is enough. To 
think that Scott has been doing 
it for as long as he had with-
out missing a football game is 
remarkable.
“I’m very thankful of Dr. 
(Roland) Dille, who hired me 
and the chance he gave me,” 
Scott said.
Scott considers the best part 
of the job is having a front row 
seat to Dragon Athletics and 
having a good relationship 
with coaches, athletes, staff 
and the media. “I always liked 
working with the coaches and 
athletes,” Scott said. “Working 
at a university keeps you 
young.”
The worst part of the job, 
according to Scott, is the time 
commitment and not having 
weekends off. “I knew that 
coming in, so it wasn’t a shock, 
but you do have to come in on 
Sundays and get stuff done,” 
Scott said.
Scott is pleased with the 
direction the program is head-
ing. “I’m encouraged we’re 
getting better,” Scott said. 
“We’re getting more support 
from the administration, and 
I have a lot of respect for the 
coaches we have.
“The future is pretty bright, 
and I’m excited to be a part 
of it.”
Knowledge and commitment puts SID in record books
By NICK LERUD
Staff Writer
Lerud can be reached
at smoothlerud@hotmail.com.
SCOtt
ANGELA SCHNEIDER / tHE ADVOCAtE
The MSUM men’s lacrosse club finished 3-1 in a weekend Fall Ball 
tournament losing only to Minnesota-Mankato.
ANGELA SCHNEIDER / tHE ADVOCAtE
The Dragon women’s lacrosse club has its first action of fall sea-
son splitting 2-2 in the Dragon Invitational tournament.
laCrosse
Strong showing at Fall Ball tournament
By ALYSSA SCHAFER
Section Editor
Schafer can be reached
at lyss_05@hotmail.com.
FOOtBALL, FROM pAGE 12
Lerud can be reached
at smoothlerud@hotmail.com.
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Travel
Call STS for the best deals to this 
year's top 10 Spring Break destina-
tions! Earn the highest rep commis-
sions! Ask about our group dis-




The Fargodome is seeking a part-
time Operations Assistant.  Hours 
will vary.  This position is under 
the Operations Manager and is 
responsible for assisting in varied 
maintenance and custodial opera-
tion duties.  High School degree or 
equivalent required.  Experience 
desired in AV technology, stagehand, 
custodial and maintenance proce-
dures. Starts at $8.50 per hour.
Applicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at the FARGODOME, 
1800 North University Dr., FARGO, 
ND  No Phone calls please.  AA/
EOE/ADA.
The Fargodome is seeking part-time 
Stagehands/Conversion Workers to 
assist in event set up/tear down and 
load in and out of concerts.  Wages 
start at $8.25 per hour.  Hours vary 
according to event schedules.  Ap-
plicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at the Fargodome, 1800 
N. University Drive, Fargo, ND.  No 
Phone calls please.  Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.
The Fargodome is seeking part-
time Custodial Workers to assist in 
event and post-event cleans.  Wage 
starting at $8.25 per hour.  Hours 
vary according to event schedules. 
Applicants are encouraged to fill out 
applications at the Fargodome 1800 
N. University Drive, Fargo, ND.  No 
Phone calls please.  Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.
The Fargodome is accepting ap-
plications for part-time concession 
workers  which include: cooks and 
Stand Managers Hours vary accord-
ing to event schedules. Applicants 
are encouraged to fill out applica-
tions at the FARGODOME, 1800 N. 
University Drive, FARGO, ND.  No 
Phone calls please.  Equal Opportu-
nity Employer.
Place for Rent
Planning to quit smoking after college? The odds are against you.
Research shows most students who say they’ll quit smoking right after college...can’t.
For help, call (888) 354-PLAN
1/2 block to MSUM, 4 Bdrm. Home, 
2 Bath, Many Updates. Big Corner 
Lot, Double Garage. Heat Paid, 
Available Oct. 1st.   
Jeremy 701.371.3061
Dec.1st or Jan, One Bedroom.  Heat/
Water Paid. Security, Quiet, No Par-
ties! Certified Crime-Drug Free.  Off 
Street Assigned Parking with plugins. 
Miniblinds, ceiling fan, A/C. This unit 
will be freshly painted, new carpet, 
has newer appliances and spotless 
on move in! Sorry, no pets.  Lease 
references, deposit, required. 
(218) 346-6584 or (701)371-7435
COLLEGE GIRL, pay your way 
through college with great job. Girl to 
live in private home. Receive room, 
board, $200/mo. in exchange for 
light duties.  Additional hrs. available 
$7.50/hr.  (701) 237-3959
Immaculate house for rent.  
4bd, 2ba  large yard, 4season porch, 
1 block from msum campus available
immediately
$1100/mo  call 701-200-3068
Monday – Saturday Happy Hour 
1/2 Price Appetizers & $1 OFF Wells & 23oz Taps from 5-7pm 
Monday Free Birthday Meal! 
Join us from 5-10pm on any Monday of your birthday month, and with the 
purchase of any meal, we’ll treat you to a meal of equal or lesser value for FREE!
Tuesdays
Old School Beer Night – $1 Cans of Beer 
$1 Pounders & $3.50 Pitchers from 8-Midnight!
Wednesdays 
Old School Beer Night – $1 Cans of Beer 
$1 Pounders & $3.50 Pitchers from 8-Midnight!
Thursdays
$2 Teas, Captain Morgan Drinks, 20 oz. Tap Beers, Jag Bombs, 
Smirnoff Vodka & Red Bull Drinks from 8-12pm
Fridays & Saturdays
$2 Teas, Captain Morgan Drinks, 20 oz. Tap Beers, Jag Bombs, 
Smirnoff Vodka & Red Bull Drinks from 8-11pm
Looking for a Summer Job ?? 
Join the Southwoods way and 
have the best summer of your 
lifeSouthwoods is a co-ed residential 
children’s camp in the Adirondack 
Mountains of New York.  South-
woods is seeking enthusiastic and 
fun loving individuals to make a 
positive impact on a child’s life.  Po-
sitions are available in the areas of: 
cabin specialists, athletics, out-door 
adventure, creative and performing 
arts, water sports and much more!  
Benefits of working at Southwoods 
include Salary, Travel, Room, Board, 
Laundry, and much more!  For more 
information and to complete an ap-





RANDOM FACT: For extra-sweaty feet or underarms, moisten 
black tea bags in warm water, and apply to the trouble spots for 20 
minutes three times a week. The tannic acid calms sweat glands.
Blue Cross Blue Shield “Monkey Letter”
Newspaper Print Ad Agency: Hunt Adkins
4/C AD: Steve Mitchell
10” W x 16 H” CW: Doug Adkins
BCBS-866D AS: Holli Maines
PPD: Louia Thompson
PHOTO: Stock
AN OPEN LETTER FROM
THE MONKEYS OF THE WORLD.
RESEARCH SHOWS THAT MOST STUDENTS WHO SAY THEY’LL QUIT SMOKING AFTER COLLEGE CAN’T. 
Hello, future leaders of the world.  
We, the monkeys, just wanted to drop you college students
a note to let you know that smoking is not at all 
addictive. In fact, you can smoke during college and 
quit with ease the second you graduate. So go ahead,
smoke up. It’s not like a little cigarette is going to
wipe out your species or anything. Ha ha! What a
ridiculous thought that is! On a totally unrelated note,
we think you humans are doing a great job of running the
Earth; we have no interest whatsoever in taking over.
Well, we’ll let you get back to smoking now.  
Sincerely, 
the monkeys
Thursday, Oct. 26, 2006Back Page
No-cost birth control that fits your life today.
If you’re a student or live paycheck to paycheck, chances are very good that you could be
getting Planned Parenthood services at absolutely no cost to you. Our new 4NOW program
covers 100% of the cost of birth control, emergency contraception, annual exams and more.
To find out if you’re eligible, call 1.800.230.PLAN or go to ppmns.org/4NOW.
KISS BIRTH CONTROL COSTS GOOD-BYE FOR NOW.
MSUM students have the 
opportunity of going to Paris 
during spring break with little 
to no French-speaking skills 
March 9-18.
This program started last 
year with 17 participants, 14 of 
which were MSUM students. 
According to James Kaplan, 
the guide, students have 
the opportunity to earn two 
credits during their Paris trip 
that fall under the French 290 
class.
For one credit the students 
attend the preparatory meet-
ings and read the “Michelin 
Guide.” Students will take 
pictures, keep a diary and col-
lect memorabilia for a portfo-
lio of their experience. For the 
second credit, they prepare a 
modest-sized project related 
to their major or personal 
interests.
“The students were very 
resourceful with their guide-
books,” Kaplan said. “They 
did some very ambitious 
sightseeing on their own.”
According to Kaplan, the 
program is carefully planned 
in advance to provide maxi-
mum exposure to the impor-
tant sights as well as some of 
the more offbeat and unusual 
places. Kaplan leads tours 
throughout the entire week 
ranging from the Centre 
Pompidou to the Eiffel Tower 
and the cities around them.
“Last year we had a great 
time; all the arrangements 
worked well,” Kaplan said. 
“The program seemed to inter-
est the whole group.”
According to Kaplan, during 
the stay in Paris last year, there 
were some very large demon-
strations against a law that 
the government had passed to 
help young people find work.
“Such large demonstrations 
are, too, a part of the cul-
ture and tradition. They gave 
our students impetus to learn 
about the French governmen-
tal system and about the law 
in question,” Kaplan said.
Some of MSUM’s students 
met and visited with the dem-
onstrators, a few of the MSUM 
students got a whiff of tear 
gas.
Spaces are filling up fast for 
this spring break trip, but there 
is still time to sign up. Those 
who are interested can contact 
Kaplan at (218) 477-2915.
In Paris, students experience sights, tear gas
By KATIE WALKER
Staff Writer
Walker can be reached
at walkekat@mnstate.edu.
